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07  SPASÉNIYE SODÉLAL 2:36 
Pavel Grigor Chesnokov / Psalm 74:12 (Arr. Vladimir Morasan) 
Copyright Control

08  THE LORD’S PRAYER 3:16 
Albert Hay Malotte (Arr. Carl Deis) 
G Schirmer Ltd

09  MARIA 1:55 
Leonard Bernstein / Stephen Sondheim (Arr. William Sickles) 
Universal Music Publishing

10  O IESU MAWR 3:12 
Handel Parker / David Charles (Arr. Luther Greenwood) 
Joshua Duckworth Ltd

11  BRING HIM HOME 3:36 
Claude-Michel Schönberg / Alain Boublil, Herbert Kretzmer (Arr. Bryan Evans) 
Warner/Chappell North America Ltd

12  TYDI A RODDAIST 4:07 
Arwel Hughes / T Rowland Hughes 
Oriana Publications Ltd

01  A MILLION DREAMS 5:08 
Justin Paul, Benj Pasek, Joel Edwards, Matt Schwartz (Arr. Leigh Mason) 
EMI Music Publishing Ltd (Twentieth Century Fox) 

02  LLANFAIR 3:00 
Robert Williams / William Williams (Arr. Mansel Thomas) 
Ascherberg Hopwood and Crew Ltd

03  AND SO IT GOES 4:08 
Billy Joel (Arr. Kirby Shaw) 
Universal Music Publishing

04  SHE 3:26 
Charles Aznavour / Herbert Kretzmer (Arr. Alan Simmons) 
Standard Music Ltd

05  THE BANDITS’ CHORUS 2:28 
Verdi / Francesco Maria Piave (Arr. Sydney Northcote) 
G. Ricordi & Co (London) Ltd

06  THE SEAL LULLABY 4:05 
Eric Whitacre / Rudyard Kipling 
Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishing



Croeso!  
Thank you for buying this,  
our sixth recording in the  

Voices of the Valley series.



VOICES OF THE VALLEY - ECHOES was 
conceived and realised by The Fron Choir.

14 years on from the original Voices of 
the Valley album we are very happy to 
bring you the 6th in the series after many, 
many requests from our lovely audience. 
We brought back the original production 
team who worked on all the previous 
Voices of the Valley albums: Producer 
Jon Cohen, Engineer Al Unsworth, Mixing 
Engineer Phil Da Costa, and ECHOES was 
recorded, like all the series, at The Forge 
Recording Studio, Oswestry, with the 
wonderful support of owners Phil and Lucy 
Beaumont. It has been a great pleasure 
to work with these old friends again. They 
brought so much to the enterprise and 
worked selflessly to make this album what 
it is, and the boys in The Fron very proud, 
and very thankful.

The Fron is incredibly lucky to have a 
wonderful music team who we must thank 
for their part in bringing this recording  
to fruition.

Leigh Mason, 
Musical Director

What can we say about our beloved Leigh? 
She has been Musical Director of the 
Fron since 2010 and has unquestionably 
stamped her personality on the choir 
with her dynamic and energetic style of 
conducting. Not only that, she, along with 
Jon and Al, was the one who spent endless 
hours, with boundless energy, standing in 
front of the boys in the studio.

Leigh has taken the choir to great 
successes in competition, winning in 
Ireland, Cornwall and at the world-
renowned Llangollen International 
Musical Eisteddfod, the winning of which 
she described as “achieving one of my 
life’s ambitions!”

She is a graduate of the University of 
Wales in Bangor where she was awarded 
a B.Mus. and an M.A. in Performing and 
Conducting. Singing has been Leigh’s 
passion since her school days. 

She is a very talented alto and has sung 
with many choirs and as a solo artist, 
including with the Fron, but she feels most 
at home when she picks up the baton. 
She has conducted many choirs, choral 
societies and musical theatre groups and 
founded Lleisiau’r Afon, a ladies’ choir 
based in her home village of Carrog, in 
the beautiful Dee Valley, but her heart is 
forever with the boys in the Fron.



Owen Maelor Roberts, 
Deputy Musical Director

Owen has been with the Fron for many 
years as accompanist and more recently 
as Deputy Musical Director, standing in 
for Leigh when necessary. He has been 
deeply involved in the musical life of the 
area around Llangollen and North East 
Wales in general, for longer than he cares 
to remember, directing many groups 
in the area and running his own choir, 
Choral Variations. Owen has made some 
wonderful arrangements for the choir over 
the years. ECHOES was recorded during a 
period of ill-health for Owen so we deeply 
appreciate his dedication and talent.

Jon Cohen

Jon has been a great friend and producer 
of The Fron from the very first Voices of the 
Valley album in 2006. His tireless energy, 
enthusiasm and sheer talent as producer 
and arranger has made The Fron one of 
the most popular male voice choirs in the 
world, selling albums in over 70 countries 
world-wide. Jon is also the force behind 
many other successful recordings of other 
choirs and soloists and was the obvious 
choice to produce VOICES OF THE VALLEY 
- ECHOES. He is a big part of the choir and 
holds a dear place in our hearts. Thank 
you, Jon!

Jason Ellis, 
Accompanist

Jason is an intrinsic part of this album, 
spending many lonely hours generating 
the initial piano backing tracks to which 
our voices were recorded. He has been our 
accompanist since 2010 and is an integral 
part of The Fron Choir. At our recent 
success in the Llangollen International 
Musical Eisteddfod, he was singled out for 
praise by the competition judges for the 
sensitivity of his playing.

He regularly performs piano recitals 
including bi-monthly performances in 
Liverpool as part of the Mersey Wave  
‘Introducing Classical Music’ series. 
He is in demand as an accompanist for 
choirs and soloists, and is co-founder and 
director of the Mersey-Wave mixed voices 
choir in Liverpool as well as running 
other choirs on Merseyside. He has his 
own piano/theory music tuition practice 
and composes, arranges and transcribes 
music on a freelance basis.



We would like to dedicate this recording 
to all those choristers who have gone  
before, plus our wives, partners, families 
and friends who have supported us 
through the years and especially through 
the production of this album, through 
the long days and nights, with patience, 
hot toddies and throat pastilles. Being a 
member of The Fron is being a member of 
an extended family, with all that entails, 
good and bad, happy and sad, but the 
one thing of which each of us can be sure 
is that we are part of a brotherhood that 
looks out for each other and carries us on 
our way.

We hope you enjoy this album as much as 
we have enjoyed making it, and that you 
have the chance to join us at one of our 
concerts. If you do, please make yourself 
known to us and join us for a celebration, 
and if you happen to be lucky enough to 
visit the most beautiful valley in the world 
– the Dee Valley – please join us at one of 
our rehearsals. Just take a quick look at 
our website for more details.

At the end of each rehearsal we sing 
our closing prayer to the tune of Saron. 
The words of the prayer were written 
by a chorister, Wilfred Jones, when the 
original Musical Director, Lloyd Edwards, 
was seriously ill in hospital. It has been 
our tradition to sing this simple prayer at 
the end of our rehearsals ever since:

Ere we this evening do depart
Each to his homestead dear
To all who on their sickbed lie
We pray, oh God, be near
Amen

Thank you for your support, one and all. 
Love and a big hug - from the boys in The 
Fron!

Diolch am eich cefnogaeth, un ac oll. 
Cwtch mawr a chariad oddi wrth yr hogiau 
yng Nghôr Y Fron!



The Fron Male Voice Choir / Côr Meibion Froncysyllte are, from top to bottom  
but not necessarily first to last or even best to worst...

First Tenors
Geoff Davies, Malcolm Davies, Tudor Evans, Jon Haddy, Steve Holloway, Berwyn Jones, 

Cyril Jones, David L. Jones, Rolly Jones, John Kelsall, Colin Kinmond, Dulyn Moss, 
David Rogers-Hughes, Allan Smith, Daryl Stephenson and Gordon Urquhart

Second Tenors
Geoff Allen, Howard Austin, Howard Bourne, Alan Crofts, Jeremy Davies, Rob Edwards, 
Adrian Goodchild, Gren Gough, Anthony Jackson, John Jones, Ray Jones, Richard Jones, 

Wyn Morris, Paul Owens, Roger Phillips, Phil Wilkinson and Steve Winn

First Bass
Darren Barker, Mervyn Barker, Alan Beynon, James Brown, Glyn Davies, Barry Faulks, 

Keith Grose, David Hamlington, Colin Jones, Paul Jones, Rod March, David Preston, 
Michael Richards, Alun Salisbury, Ron Wilkinson and Dennis Williams

Second Bass
Ken Benbow, Graham Burgess, John Chapman, Barry Clark, Neil Hayward,  

Sam Hughes, David T. Jones, Jon Nolan, Gareth Reese, Trevor Wilford,  
David Williams, Keith Williams, Roger Williams and Paul Wycherley

VOICES OF THE VALLEY - ECHOES
Produced by Jon Cohen

Orchestral Arrangements, Keyboards and Programming by Jon Cohen
Choir Recorded and Engineered by Al Unsworth

Recorded at The Forge Studios, Oswestry
Facilities Management by Phil and Lucy Beaumont

Mastered at Fluid Mastering, London by Tim Debney 
Mixed at Jon Cohen Music by Phil Da Costa and Jon Cohen

Jon Cohen is managed by Johnny Stirling  |  johnnystirling1@gmail.com

For The Fron Choir:
Musical Director: Leigh Mason

Accompanist: Jason Ellis
Assistant MD: Owen Maelor Roberts
Executive Producer: Roger Williams

Accountant: Allan Smith 
Secretary: Steve Winn

Media: David Thomas Jones and Daryl Stephenson

Silva Screen Records
Executive Producers: Reynold D’Silva and David Stoner

Release Coordination: Rick Clark and Jelena Jancic
Design and Layout: Stuart Ford
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